Minutes of the regular meeting of the Georgetown Township Planning Commission, held
Wednesday, September 20, 2023.

Meeting called to order by Chairman Samy at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Tom Healy, Josiah Samy, Jeannine Bolhouse, Kelly Kuiper, Jessica Ulberg, Gary Veldink,
Geoff Brown
Absent: None

Also present: Kevin Austin, Zoning Administrator (ZA), Richard Nawrocki, Code Enforcement Officer
#230920-01 — Planning Commission Agenda for September 19, 2023
Moved by Gary Veldink, seconded by Kelly Kuiper, to approve the agenda as submitted.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
#230920-02 — Minutes of the July 19, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting
Moved by Gary Veldink, seconded by Kelly Kuiper, to approve the minutes as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

#230920-03 — Public Hearing for (REZ2306) Ordinance 2023-09: to amend the Georgetown Charter
Township Zoning Ordinance Sec 20.4, Sec 3.4 (C), Sec 2.80 and 2.81a, Sec 3.25, and Sec 26.8.

The ZA presented the staff report detailing the amendments to be heard.

Chairman Samy opened the floor to questions from the commissioners.

Gary Veldink asked Rich Nawrocki if he believed that the definition revisions to Open and
Enclosed Porches addresses any of the issues he has been witnessing regarding under deck storage

construction throughout the township.

Rich Nawrocki stated that he doesn’t believe that this amendment, would regulate that type of
construction being that the majority of what he is seeing is storage space.

The ZA stated that he would like to discuss how the current ordinance regulates that type of
construction, when the hearing gets to “other business”.

Chairman Samy opened public comment.
Moved by Gary Veldink, seconded by Geoff Brown, to close public comment.

Moved by Kelly Kuiper, seconded by Jessica Ulberg, to recommend to the Township Board
to approve the following resolution:

GEORGETOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP OTTAWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
(Ordinance No. 2023-09)

At a regular meeting of the Township Board for the Charter Township of Georgetown, held at the
Township Offices on , 2023, the following Ordinance/ordinance amendment
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was offered for adoption by Township Board Member , and was seconded by
Township Board Member , and to adopt the staff report as finding of fact, and
upon recommendation from the Planning Commission:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GEORGETOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
ZONING ORDINANCE SEC 20.4, SEC 3.4 (C), SEC 2.80 and 2.81a, SEC 3.25, and SEC 26.8
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GEORGETOWN (the “Township””) ORDAINS:

Article I. The Georgetown Charter Township Zoning Ordinance, as amended, is hereby amended
to revise Sec 20.4, Sec 3.4 (C), Sec 2.80 and 2.81a, Sec 3.25, and Sec 26.8 as follows:

Sec 20.4 SITE DESIGN STANDARDS
Those uses specified in Section 20.1 as permitted by "right"” or as special land uses shall be subject
to the requirements of the District in which the use is located in addition to all applicable
conditions, standards and regulations regarding site design and development and other standards
and conditions as are cited in the following:

z. Open air businesses. The use of an open air business is expressly prohibited in all zoning
districts except (CS) Community Service Commercial district and (HS) Highway Service
Commercial district. In the CS and HS districts, the use is allowed with special land use approval
with is contingent upon compliance with the following standards (revised 03-26-07):

1. Minimum lot area shall be one (1) acre.

2. Minimum lot width shall be two hundred (200) feet.

3. Exeeptin-the-Agricultural-Bistriets; The Planning Commission may require a six (6)

foot fence or wall to be constructed along the rear and/or sides of the lot to keep trash,

paper, and other debris from blowing off the premises.

4. All open air businesses shall comply with all applicable Health Department regulations

regarding sanitation and general health conditions.

Sec. 3.4 ACCESSORY BUILDING AND USES.
Accessory buildings and uses shall be subject to the following regulations:

(A) Accessory buildings and uses shall not be erected in any front or required side yard, unless
otherwise provided for in this ordinance.

(B) Where the accessory building is attached to a main building, it shall be subject to and must
conform to, all regulations of this Ordinance applicable to such main buildings.

(C) No detached accessory building or use shall be located closer than ten (10) feet to any main
building (except an accessory use-not accessory building- that is portable and less than 100 square
feet in area such as a portable hot tub may be located closer than ten (10) feet to any main
building) (revised 6/9/08), nor shall the use or the eave line (which could be a maximum of three
(3) feet) of such building be located closer than five (5) feet to any side or rear lot line. All
accessory buildings shall meet the same setback requirements from a street right-of-way line as

Sec. 2.80 PORCH, ENCLOSED.

A covered entrance, attached to a building or structure, which is partially or totally enclosed, and
projects out from the main wall of said building or structure and has a separate roof or an integral
roof with the principal building or structure to which it is attached. For the purposes of this
section, an Enclosed Porch excludes railings and temporary/seasonal screening such as
retractable blinds and detachable screens.
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Sec. 2.81a PORCH, OPEN.
A covered entrance, attached to a building or structure, which is totally unenclosed except-for

eelemne—seppemng—the—peteh—reef and prOJects out from the maln waII of sald bundlng or

structure. a 60

Wh-l-Gh—Ft—l—S—&t—t&GhEd— For the purposes of thls sectlon an Open Porch mcludes columns
supporting the porch roof and/or railings, temporary/seasonal screening such as retractable
blinds, and detachable screens.

(C) Mobile Food Vending

(1) The Zoning Administrator, upon receiving an application, may issue a permit for the
temporary use of mobile food vending in the OS, NS, CS, HS and I districts, including
PUDs with non-residential components, with written permission of the property owner,
unless on public property with approval by the Township Superintendent.

Sec. 26.8 Table of Off-Street Parking Requirements

USE PARKING SPACE PER UNIT OF MEASUREMENT AS FOLLOWS:
INSTITUTIONAL
Day care center 1 Per each four (4) persons based on

licensed capacity. phas
6 -off-strect-quening spaces

Article Il. Except as specified above, the balance of the Georgetown Charter Township Zoning
Ordinance, as amended, shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.

Article I1l. Severability. In the event that any one or more sections, provisions, phrases, or words
of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall be found to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court
of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the validity or the enforceability of the
remaining sections, provisions, phrases, or other words of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment,
and the balance of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall remain unchanged and in full force
and effect.

Article IV. Effective Date. This Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall become effective upon
the expiration of seven (7) days after the date that this Ordinance/ordinance amendment or a
summary thereof appears in the newspaper as provided by law.
The vote in favor of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment was as follows:
YEAS:
NAYS:
ABSENT/ABSTAIN:
ORDINANCE/ORDINANCE AMENDMENT DECLARED ADOPTED.

CERTIFICATION
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I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Ordinance/ordinance amendment adopted by the
Township Board for Georgetown Charter Township at the time, date, and place specified above
pursuant to the required statutory procedures.

Respectfully submitted,
By

Ryan Kidd
Georgetown Charter Township Clerk

Yeas: Josiah Samy, Jeannine Bolhouse, Tom Healy, Kelly Kuiper, Geoff Brown, Jessica Ulberg,
Gary Veldink

Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
#230920-04 — Public Hearing for (REZ2307) Ordinance 2023-10: to amend the Georgetown Charter

Township Zoning Ordinance Chapter 25 Sign Ordinance. (Current Chapter 25 Signs, Chapter 25 Signs
Draft, Full Strikethrough Version, MML Fact Sheet)

The ZA presented the staff report.
Chairman Samy opened up the floor to questions from commissioners.

Tom Healy asked if some of the definitions, including billboards, still communicate content-based
language. He questioned whether or not it can simply be regulated as an off-site sign.

Kelly Kuiper stated that billboards are usually identified by their size and placement. She stated
that they should remember that it may be possible to over analyze every section of this ordinance,
however, the PC should keep in mind that this language was developed and approved by the
township attorney who took into account legal precedent when crafting and submitting the
language. She feels confident in the work of the attorney and what she has provided.

Tom Healy stated that the restriction on billboards being allowed only in HS and | districts lends
itself towards Kelly’s understanding of how they are identified with size and placement.

The ZA described that the definition portion of the ordinance may communicate some content
based language for the sake of describing how the township defines something, however, in the
actual enforcement provisions, care was taken to eliminate content-based provisions and
enforcement measures.

Tom Healy questioned what the definitions are prohibiting.

Josiah Samy stated that the definitions are not enforcement regulations, and that those regulations
are in the sections that follow the definitions.

Jeannine Bolhouse stated that she gives deference to the attorney and the product that she
submitted to the PC given her expertise and the legal application and precedent required to craft
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enforceable language. She believes it would be a waste of time to get into the weeds over
analyzing what has been submitted.

Kelly Kuiper stated that the staff will deal with the enforcement of the sign ordinance on a day to
day basis but the PC should strive to understand the purpose of its provisions.

Chairman Samy opened Public Comment.

Don Mccloskey, 3540 Baldwin, asked what the ruling involving Gilbert, Arizona had to do with
Georgetown Township.

Josiah Samy explained that the lawsuit filed against the City of Gilbert, Arizona required a
Supreme Court ruling, given its relation to free speech infringement. A Supreme Court ruling must
be enforced in every community throughout the nation, and that not doing so could expose the
township to costly litigation.

Don Mccloskey stated that the houses that are being constructed throughout the township are too
close together and that realtors are applying restrictions on what can be built on lots. He also stated
that he wants the Road Commission to change the design of the intersection near his house
because it is dangerous.

Moved by Geoff Brown, seconded by Gary Veldink, to close public comment.

Moved by Jeannine Bolhouse, seconded by Kelly Kuiper, to recommend to the Township
Board to approve the following resolution:

GEORGETOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
OTTAWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
(Ordinance No. 2023-10)

At a regular meeting of the Township Board for the Charter Township of Georgetown, held at the

Township Offices on , 2023, the following Ordinance/ordinance amendment
was offered for adoption by Township Board Member , and was seconded by
Township Board Member , and to adopt the staff report as finding of fact, and

upon recommendation from the Planning Commission:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GEORGETOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
ZONING ORDINANCE CHAPTER25

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GEORGETOWN (the “Township”’) ORDAINS:

Avrticle I. The Georgetown Charter Township Zoning Ordinance, as amended, is hereby
amended to revise Chapter 25 Sign Ordinance as follows:

Chapter 25 SIGNS

Sec 25.1 SCOPE; INTENT; AND PURPOSE

Sec 25.2 DEFINITIONS

Sec 25.3 PROHIBITED SIGNS

Sec 25.4 SIGNS EXEMPTED TEMPORARY SIGNS
Sec 25.5 MEASUREMENT OF AREA OF A SIGN
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Sec 25.6 SIGNS PERMITTED; SPECIFIC ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS
Sec 25.7 ILLUMINATION AND DIGITAL MESSAGE CHANGES ON SIGNS AND
BILLBOARDS

Sec 25.8 CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE;PERMITS-GENERAL

Sec 25.9 SIGN PERMIT

Sec 25.10 NONCONFORMING SIGNS

Sec 25.11 SETBACKS

Sec 25.12 BILLBOARDS

(whole chapter revised , 2023)

1. This Chapter is intended to regulate the use, construction, reconstruction, placement and design
of signs and billboards to protect the public peace, health, safety, aesthetics and general welfare.

2. The purpose of this Chapter is to establish reasonable regulations regarding the size, type of
construction and anchoring of signs, and to regulate the time, place and manner of their display, in
order to:

A. Promote the public peace, health, and safety of Township residents, property owners,
and visitors;

B. Maintain pedestrian and vehicular safety throughout the Township by reducing
the number and types of distractions that are hazardous to motorists and pedestrians,
and eliminating signs that impair drivers’ ability to see pedestrians, obstacles, other
vehicles, or traffic signs;

C. Protect the public’s ability to identify establishments and premises, including for
eMmergency responses;

D. Protect the natural beauty and distinctive character of Geergetown-Charter the
Township;

E. Reduce visual chaos and clutter and achieve some uniformity and balance in the
size, number and placement of signs;

F. Provide an environment that fosters the reasonable growth and development of business
and commerce;

G. Maintain and protect quality of life and enhance property values by promoting
well-maintained, vibrant and attractive residential and business neighborhoods and
avoiding nuisance-like conditions;




September 20, 2023 - Georgetown Township Planning Commission page 7

H. Promote effective communication of messages and balance the desire to allow use

of signs that are of sufficient, but not excessive, size to perform their intended
function with the public’s right to be free of unreasonable distractions and aesthetic
intrusions; and

3. It is determined that the requlations contained in this Chapter are the minimum amount
of regulation necessary to achieve its purposes.

4. It is further determined that restrictions in this Chapter on the size of signs, their height
and placement on property, are the minimum amount necessary to achieve its purposes.

5. Severability: If any court of competent jurisdiction shall declare any part of this
Ordinance to be invalid, such ruling shall not affect any other provisions of this Ordinance.

Sec. 25.2 DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following words, terms, and phrases shall have the following
meanings:

| oe lot whorethe ciam i | \

1. Billboard. A sign directing attention to commercial or noncommercial goods, services,

uses, ideas, products or services not located, conducted, sold, produced, manufactured,
offered, or furnished on the lot upon which the sign is located.
B 2. Business Center. Any two (2) or more businesses or commercial uses that:
1. are located on a single lot-erpareel; or
2. are one premises and under one (1) common ownership or management and have a
common arrangement for the maintenance of the grounds; or
3. are connected by common walls, partitions, canopies, other structural members, or
walkways to form a continuous building or group of buildings; or
4. otherwise present the appearance of a single continuous business area.

D 3. Digital Sign or Billboard. A digital sign or billboard usually consists of (or has a portion or
face comprised of) a computer or playback device connected to a large, bright digital screen such
as an LCD, LED, computer, plasma, or similar display. Such signs can utilize electronic
changeable copy. Generally, the wording on such a sign contains letters, symbols, figures,
depictions, and/or numbers that can be electronically or digitally changed or that do change
electronically or digitally. Such signs can utilize digital, LED, LCD, plasma, or electronic
technology.
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4. Directional Sign. An on-site sign used solely to provide non-commercial information
directing or assisting the flow of pedestrian or vehicular traffic (such as enter, exit, and one-
way) and parking.

5. Flag. A sign consisting of a piece of cloth or similar material, typically but not necessarily
attached to a flagpole or staff.

F 6. Freestanding Sign. A permanent sign supported by one or more up-rights, posts, poles, or
braces placed in or upon the ground surface and not attached to any building, or a sign
permanently resting directly on the ground and not attached to any building.

G 7. Identification Sign. A sign that identifies only the business, owner, er+esidence resident,
property number and/or the street address for the property on which the sign is located,-and

which-setsforth-ne-otheradvertisement for identification and/or emergency location purposes.

H 8. llluminated Sign. A sign that provides artificial light directly (or through any transparent or
translucent material) from a source of light connected with or related to such sign, or a sign
illuminated by a light so shielded that no direct rays from it are visible from any public right-of-
way or from the abuttlng property IIIumlnatlon can be mternal or external toa S|gn

9. Nonconforming Sign. A sign lawfully existing at the effective date of this Ordinance or
Chapter or amendments thereto, and which does not conform to the current sign
regulations.

K 10. Mean Grade. A reference plane representing that arithmetic mean of the lowest and highest
grade elevations in an area within five (5) feet of the foundation line of a sign structure, or in the
area between the sign structure foundation line and the lot line, in the case where the sign structure
foundation line is less than five (5) feet from the lot line.

L 11. Off-site Sign. Any sign relating to a matter not located on the lot-erparcel where the sign
itself is located.

M 12. On-site Sign. A sign relating in its subject matter to the lot-orpareel on which the sign is
located, or a sign relating to products, accommodations, services, or activities located on the lot-ef
pareel where the sign is located.

N 13. Plat Entry Sign. A permanent sign placed-at-aread located at the entrance of te a

subd|V|S|on mob|Ie home park or multlple famlly development—eentmn+ngenly4henam&eﬁhe

14 Portable Slqn A sign that is not attached, anchored or secured to a flxed location, that is
primarily designed to be movable and can be towed, hauled or driven, such as a portable
trarler srqn wrth chanqeable copv
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S 15. Roof Sign. Any sign erected, constructed and maintained wholly upon or over the roof of
any building with the principal support on the roof structure, or a sign projecting above or
beyond the roof.

16 Slqn Anv dlsplav or ob|ect that is prlmarllv used to |dent|fv or dlsplav mformatlon
about or direct or attract attention to a person, institution, organization, business, product,
event, or location, or any religious, political, social, ideological, or other message, by any
means which is visible from any public street, sidewalk, alley, park, public property, or
public right-of-way.

17 Temporarv Slqn A sign constructed of paper, nvlon cloth canvas, plastlc cardboard
wall board, plywood or other light temporary material with or without a structural frame or
any other sign intended for a limited period of display that is not permanently anchored to
the ground or a building.

\/ 18. Wall Sign. A sign which is attached directly to or painted upon a building wall and which
does not extend more than eighteen (18) inches therefrom nor above the roof line, with the
exposed face of the sign in a plane paraIIeI to the bU|Id|ng WaII

Sec 25.3 PROHIBITED SIGNS

A sign not expressly permitted or allowed by this Ordinance is prohibited. Also, the following are
prohibited:

1. Signs not specifically permitted by this Chapter or Code.

2. Signs located in, projecting into, or overhanging a public right-of-way or dedicated public
easement, except those signs established, maintained or required by the Township, County,
State, or Federal government, including banners displayed by the Township, directional
signs, or plat entry signs.

A 3. Abandoned signs, which shall be removed within ninety (90) days of the cessation of the
business, use or activity.

4. Any sign structure that no longer conveys a message or contains a sign.
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5. In residential zoning districts or on property used for non-transient residential uses,
commercial signs not expressly permitted under this Chapter are prohibited.

6. Portable signs, festoons, pennants, banners, inflatable figures, and streamers, and gas or
air-filled balloons over three (3) feet in diameter intended to draw attention to a business or
other commercial activity, except as expressly allowed in nonresidential zoning districts with
an approved permit.

€ 7. A rotating or moving sign in which the sign itself or any portion of the sign moves in a
revolving or similar manner. Such motion does not refer to methods of changing copy where
expressly allowed by this Chapter.

8. Rope lights, string lights or similar lighting attached to, surrounding or otherwise drawing

attentlon foa S|qn

9. Vehicles or trailers that are parked or located for the primary function of acting as a sign
or blllboard

F 10. Snipe signs (such as any unlawful sign posted on a tree, utility post, traffic sign, etc.).

G 11. Signs imitating or resembling official traffic or government signs or signals.

H 12. Portable freestanding or temporary signs, except where expressly permitted in this Chapter.
1 13. Any sign that obstructs free access to or egress through or from a required door, window, fire
escape, or other required exit from a building or structure.

3 14. Any sign that makes use of the words “Stop,” “Look,” or “Danger,” or any other words,
phrases, symbols, or characters, in such a manner as to interfere with, mislead, or confuse drivers
or pedestrians.

K 15. Roof signs.

L 16. Signs on street furniture, such as benches and trash receptacles, not including
commemorative plaques or engravings that are ret larger than one-half (1/2) square foot.

M 17. Business-logos-er-otheradvertisements Commercial messages on directional signs.

N 18. Off-site signs, unless expressly permitted in this Chapter.

O 19. Animated signs.

P 20. Signs that are otherwise unlawful under county, state, or federal law.

Q 21. Signs that constitute a trespass or are installed on the property of another without
permission.

22. Signs that advertise or promote a use of property that is unlawful or prohibited under
the Ordinance or any local, state, or federal law.
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Sec 25.4 TEMPORARY SIGNS

1. The total aggregate sign area of all temporary signs on any one lot shall not exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet in area.

2. Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, freestanding temporary signs shall not
exceed six (6) feet in height and shall not be higher than forty-two (42) inches above mean
grade of the yard on which they are placed.

3. Temporary wall signs shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height.

4. Except as otherwise provided, temporary signs on construction sites shall be limited to one
temporary sign per lot per street frontage. Such sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square
feet and shall be removed within ten (10) days after the issuance of an occupancy permit.

5. For one-, two-, and multi-family housing developments under construction, one temporary
sign not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area and eight (8) feet in height is allowed at
each entrance to the development. Such sign shall be set back at least fifteen (15) feet from
the road right-of-way or the additional distances from which a setback is determined as
listed in Chapter 24 footnote (B). Such sign shall not be erected until a building permit has
been issued for the development project and construction activity has actually bequn. The
sign shall be removed within two (2) months of the issuance of the final occupancy permit for
the dwellings in the development..

6. Temporary signs on improved properties for sale or lease in non-residential zoning
districts shall be limited to one per street frontage, shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square
feet in area, shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height, and shall be removed within ten (10)
business days after the sale or lease of the property.

7. One temporary sign may be located on vacant land that is for sale or lease and shall be
allowed to have a size equal to twelve (12) square feet of area per acre of land or per 100
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lineal feet of thoroughfare frontage, but in no case shall the sign exceed 100 square feet of
area or be more than ten (10) feet in height.
8. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated.
9. Temporary signs shall not be attached to any utility pole or be located within any public
right-of-way.
10. Temporary signs shall not be located closer than twenty (20) feet to the edge of the
traveled portion of the roadway and shall not be located in a dedicated right-of-way and
shall be set back ten (10) feet from all property lines.
11. Temporary signs shall not be erected in such a manner that they will or reasonably may
be expected to interfere with, obstruct, confuse, or mislead traffic.
12. Temporary signs shall not be placed or constructed so as to create a hazard of any Kind.
13. Prior to the erection or placement of a temporary sign, the permission of the property
owner where the sign is to be located must be secured.
14. Signs shall comply with the clear vision requirements of this Ordinance.
15. Temporary signs may be displayed for up to 60 continuous days, with at least a 30-day
gap between any display period, except for temporary signs that are located on real property
that is for sale or lease, in which case the maximum display period for temporary signs on
that property shall be the duration that the building, lot, or portion thereof is listed or
advertised for sale or lease.
16. One temporary sign up to two (2) square feet of sign area is allowed at any time and
without expiration of display time, which sign shall not count toward the maximum
aggregate temporary sign area.
17. A flag is considered a temporary sign subject to this Section, except that flags adopted by
a nation, state, municipality, or governmental branch or agency may be displayed at any
time, without expiration of display time, and without counting toward the maximum
aggregate temporary sign area, as follows:

a. In residential zoning districts, two (2) such flags per lot.

b. In nonresidential zoning districts, four (4) such flags per lot.
18. In addition to the temporary signs permitted above, one (1) additional temporary sign
not exceeding twelve (12) square feet is permitted on a lot during such time as an approved
temporary use permit is in effect for the lot.

Sec 25.5 MEASUREMENT OF AREA OF A SIGN

The entire area on a sign enclosing the extreme limits of writing, representation, emblem, or any
figure of similar character, together with any frame or other structural or physical element forming
an integral part of the display or used to differentiate such sign from the background against which
it is placed; excluding the necessary supports or uprights (which shall have no advertising) on
which such sign is placed. Where a sign has two or more faces, the area of all faces in total shall
be included in determining the area of the sign, except that where two such faces are placed back
to back and are at no point more than two feet from one another, the area of the sign shall be taken
as the area of one face if the two faces are of equal area, or as the area of the larger face if the two
faces are of unequal area.
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Sec. 25.6 SIGNS PERMITTED; SPECIFIC ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS

1. A noncommercial message may be substituted for a commercial message on any sign
constructed or erected in compliance with this Chapter.

2. The signs permitted in each zoning district are in addition to the signs that are permitted
in other sections of this Chapter, including signs that are permitted in each zoning district
but exempted from permits by Section 25.9, and temporary signs permitted under Section
25.4.
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3. Signs in a Planned Unit Development shall comply with the specific zoning district

requlations for the zoning district and uses most closely resembling the uses for which the

signs will be utilized in the approved Planned Unit Development, subject to conditions or

requirements that may be approved by the Township under Chapter 22.

4. Specific zoning district requlations:

Residential Zoning Districts (RR, LDR, LMR, MDR, MHR, HDR, MHP)

Sign Property Use Maximum Maximum Area | Specific Setback
Number (Square Feet), or Location
Size, and Height | Requirements
Per Sign
Identification All uses One (1) per 2 square feet None
Sign dwelling unit or
business
Permanent Wall | Lawful principal | One (1) wall sign | 32 square feet Not located
Sign or uses other than | or freestanding nearer to the
Freestanding dwellings and sign per lot, No pole- front lot line
Sign institutional sites | except that a lot mounted than one-half
with street freestanding sign | (1/2) of the

frontages on two
public streets
listed in Chapter
24 footnote (B)
but without
frontage on the
intersecting
corner may have
one (1) wall sign
or freestanding
sign on each
frontage

shall exceed a
height of 25 feet
nor have a clear
space of less
than eight (8)
feet from the
ground to the
bottom of the
sign

No ground-
mounted
freestanding sign
shall exceed a
height of four
(4) feet

required front
yard setback nor
located in the
required side
yard

Freestanding
Sign

Institutional
sites, such as
public or semi-
public
institutions,
libraries,
schools,
community
centers, religious
institutions, or
similar
institutions

One (1) per lot,
except that a lot
with street
frontages on two
public streets
listed in Chapter
24 footnote (B)
but without
frontage on the
intersecting
corner may have
one (1) on each
frontage

75 square feet

The sign shall be
mounted directly
on the ground
and its height
shall not exceed
six (6) feet
above mean
grade.

At least 25 feet
from all property
and right-of-way
lines, or other
distance as
required in
Chapter 24
footnote (B), as
amended
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Plat Entry Signs

Subdivisions,
mobile home
parks, and
multiple-family
developments

Two (2) per road
entrance

64 square feet

Each sign shall
not exceed three
(3) feet in height

Ten (10) feet
from any
property line or
right-of-way line
or distance as
required in
Chapter 24
footnote (B), as
amended

Portable Signs

All uses

One (1) per lot,
subject to the
following

e A display
period consists
of a maximum
of seven (7)
consecutive
days

e The sign shall
not be
permitted for
more than three
(3) such display
periods per lot
per calendar
year.

e A separate
permit and fee
shall be
required for
each display
period and the
permit sticker
shall be affixed
to the sign for
the entire
display period.

e The permit is
nontransferable.

e Festoons,

pennants,
banners

—_——

inflatable

figures,
streamers, and

gas or air-
filled balloons

over three (3)

feet in

32 square feet

The sign shall be
set back at least
ten (10) feet
from the road
right-of-way line
or from the
distance as
required in
Chapter 24
footnote (B), as
amended
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diameter are
allowed

subject to the

same display
and permitting

requirements

as portable

signs
Temporary All uses See Section 25.4
Signs

Non-Residential Zoning Districts (OS, NS, CS, AG)

Sign

Property Use

Maximum
Number

Maximum Area
(Square Feet),
Size, and Height
Per Sign

Specific Setback
or Location
Requirements

or this Chapter.

All signs permitted in the residential zoning districts, except as otherwise stated in this Section

Permanent
Freestanding
Sign

Business or
business center

One (1) per
business or
business center,
as applicable,
except that a lot
with street
frontages on two
public streets
listed in Chapter
24 footnote (B)
but without
frontage on the
intersecting
corner may have
one (1) on each
frontage.

For a business
center, only one
(1) signis
allowed per
frontage (as
described)
above, for use by
all businesses in
the business
center.

For pole-

mounted signs:

e 75 square feet
per side

e 100 square
feet per side
for a business
center

o Not to exceed
25 feet in
height

e Shall have a
clear space of
at least eight
(8) feet from
the ground to
the bottom of
the sign

For ground-

mounted signs:

e 50 square feet
per side

¢ Not to exceed
four (4) feet in
height as
measured
from the mean
grade

For pole-
mounted signs,
the sign shall not
extend over the
road right-of-
way nor shall it
extend over the
distance from
which a required
setback shall be
measured as
required in
Chapter 24
footnote (B), as
amended

For ground-
mounted signs,
the sign shall be
set back a
minimum
distance of 15
feet from the
road right-of-
way and from
the distance
from which a
required setback
shall be
measured as
required in
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Chapter 24
footnote (B), as
amended

No sign shall, as
determined by
the Zoning
Administrator,
obstruct the view

of traffic
entering or
traveling upon
the street
Permanent Wall | Business or On lots with a permanent The sign shall be
Sign Business Center | freestanding sign(s): placed flat
e One (1) wall sign per business, against the
per street frontage building and
e Not to exceed one and one-half shall front on the
(1-1/2) square feet for each one principal street

(1) lineal foot of wall frontage on
which the sign is to be placed or
two hundred (200) square feet,
whichever is less

e The wall sign may be divided into
two (2) wall signs with each one
placed on a separate wall of the
building, provided that the sum of
the square footage of the two
signs equals 75% or less of the
overall square footage permitted
above

On lots where an existing
permanent freestanding sign is
eliminated:

e One (1) additional wall sign is
permitted upon elimination of the
freestanding sign

e Such additional wall sign shall not
exceed 75% of the square footage
permitted for the freestanding sign

Permanent Uses with In addition to 10 square feet
Wall Signs Permitted other permitted
Freestanding permanent

Canopies (such | signs, one (1)

as gas stations) | on-site wall sign
IS permitted on

each side of the

fascia of the
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canopy that is
street-facing

Portable Signs

All uses

Portable signs may be displayed as permitted in
residential zoning districts, except that if a new
business commences in a business center and all
display periods for a calendar year have been used, one
additional display period shall be permitted on the lot in
the calendar year in which the new business
commences, for use by the new business in the business

center

Temporary
Signs

All uses

See Section 25.4

Non-Residential Zoning Districts (HS, 1)

Sign

Property Use

Maximum
Number

Maximum Area
(Square Feet),
Size, and Height
Per Sign

Specific Setback
or Location
Requirements

All signs permitted in the OS, NS, CS, and AG non-residential zoning districts, except as
otherwise stated in this Section or this Chapter.

See Section 25.12

Billboards |

Sec 25.7 ILLUMINATION AND DIGITAL MESSAGE CHANGES ON SIGNS AND
BILLBOARDS

A 1. There shall be no flashing, strobe, moving, oscillating, or intermittent illumination of any
sign, except time and temperature signs that have no other intermittent illuminated message.
B 2. All illuminated signs shall be designed and located to prevent the light from being cast upon
adjoining residences or abutting roadways and shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet
from any residential use or dwelling.
€ 3. The illumination of any sign shall not be detrimental or unreasonably annoying to the resident
or occupant of any adjoining property nor constitute a safety hazard, as determined by the Zoning
Administrator.
D 4. This section shall not be deemed to permit illuminated, LED, or digital signs that are
otherwise prohibited by this Chapter or this Ordinance. Where another provision of this Chapter or
Ordinance imposes a more stringent requirement involving illumination, an LED sign, or a digital
sign, the stricter provision shall govern.
E 5. For changeable copy, digital, LED, or similar signs, the following shall apply:
1. There shall be no less than seven (7) seconds between message or copy changes.
2. The slat, panel, or blade twirl time of a tri-vision sign shall be two (2) seconds or less
and the blade dwell time (i.e., stationary and able to be read) shall be no less than seven (7)
seconds.
3. The rate of change between two (2) static messages shall be one (1) second or less.
4. Transition from one message to the next shall be instantaneous and shall not fade, scroll
or otherwise be animated.
5. The face of the sign shall be dimmed automatically from 30 minutes before sunset to 30
minutes before sunrise down to 5% of its daylight brightness setting.
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6. The maximum brightness levels for digital or LED signs shall not exceed 0.2 (two
tenths) foot-candles over ambient light levels measured at a distance of 150 feet from the
face of the sign.

7. For the purpose of reducing glare, no design shall have a white background. (revised
3/28/16)

Sec 25.8 CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE;RPERMITS-GENERAL

A 1. All signs shall be constructed and maintained in compliance with the Building and Electrical
Codes adopted by Geergetevwn the Township.

B. All signs shall be reasonably maintained at all times, kept in good condition, and shall not be
allowed to become unsightly through disrepair or action of the elements. Exposed surfaces shall be
kept clean at all times and shall be properly painted, if paint is required. Defective or damaged
portions of a sign must be replaced in a timely fashion.

B 2. All signs shall be reasonably maintained in good repair and condition at all times, kept-in
goed-conditien; and shall not be allowed to become unsightly through disrepair or action of the
elements. Exposed surfaces shall be kept clean at all times and shall be properly painted, if paint is
required. Defective or damaged portions of a sign must be replaced in a timely fashion.

€ 3. No sign may be constructed, erected, displayed, maintained, reconstituted, or located so that it
is unsafe or creates a hazard for vehicle or pedestrian traffic. No sign by reason of its position,
shape, color, message, or other characteristics shall interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be
confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal, or device, or be distracting to motorists or
pedestrians.

1. Permit Required. A sign permit shall be required for the construction, erection,
alteration, moving, modification, or removal, or alteration of any sign not expressly

exempted.

2. Exemptions. The following signs are permitted in all zoning districts and are exempt from
the permitting requirements of this Chapter:

A. Directional signs, street signs, traffic control signs, and other signs when erected,
maintained, or posted by the Township, County, State, or Federal government.
B. Directional signs on private property not exceeding four (4) square feet in area.




September 20, 2023 - Georgetown Township Planning Commission page 22

C. Identification signs not exceeding one (1) square foot in area per sign, and not
exceeding one (1) identification sign per dwelling unit or business.

D. A governmental flag displaying the nhame, insignia, emblem or logo of any nation,
state, municipality, or governmental branch or agency.

E. Legal notices regarding hearings, legal rights, public sales or other matters that
are required to be posted by a court or governmental agency or by an applicable
statute, ordinance, rule or regulation.

F. Signs required to be posted by federal, state or local law to warn of a danger or to
prohibit access to property are exempt from the permitting requirements of this
Chapter so long as they do not exceed one (1) square foot in area per sign, or the
minimum size under applicable law that requires the posting, whichever is smaller.
G. Temporary signs as permitted in Section 25.4 of this Chapter.

H. Signs on the interior of buildings.

I. Signs that are not visible from any adjacent right-of-way that do not exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet in area.

J. Official historic designation markers and plaques.

K. Home occupation signs permitted under Section 3.24 of the Ordinance.

L. Properly licensed auto dealerships and properly licensed used car lots may place
signs on motor vehicles located on the dealership lot that are offered for sale or trade.
M. No sign permit shall be required for a change solely in the wording of the copy of
a sign or billboard since it shall not constitute an alteration for purposes of this
Chapter or this Ordinance, unless the result of the change would cause the sign to be
reclassified to a type of sign subject to a different or more restrictive requlation, or
the business or use occurring on the lot changes and that causes the sign to be
reclassified to a type of sign subject to a different or more restrictive regulation.

3. Applications for a sign permit shall be made to the Zoning Administrator upon forms
provided by for by the Township and shall be accompanied by the applicable permit fee as
may be established by the Township Board. The Zoning Administrator shall not approve a
sign that does not conform to the requirements of the Zoning District in which it is located or
the requirements of this Chapter or Ordinance and may impose reasonable conditions on a
sign permit in accordance with this Chapter or Ordinance.

4. Any sign requiring a permit that is erected, altered, moved, modified, or constructed
without a permit having first been issued pursuant to this Chapter constitutes a violation of
this Ordinance.

5. All signs shall meet all applicable building and electrical codes.

6. If a sign has not been substantially constructed or erected within one (1) year after
issuance of the sign permit, the permit shall be null and void and the sign shall not be
constructed or erected without a new permit application and permit.

Sec 25.10 NONCONFORMING SIGNS

Signs lawfully erected prior to the adoption of this Ordinance which that do not meet the
standards of this Chapter may continue to exist (but may not be expanded, moved, altered, or
modified without fully complying with this Chapter and Ordinance), except as otherwise hereafter
provided.
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A 1. No nonconforming sign:
1 A. Shall be changed to another nonconforming sign;
2 B. Shall be structurally altered so as to prolong the life of the sign or so as to
change the shape, size, type or design of the sign; or
3 C. Shall be reestablished or continued after the activity, business, or use to which
it referred has been discontinued for ninety (90) days or longer. In determining the
discontinuance of a use, the Township shall consider such factors as: disconnection
of utilities, removal of building fixtures, and property falling into disrepair.
Any sign that violates any of the above automatically loses its lawful
nonconforming status and must either be removed or must fully comply with this
Chapter and the other applicable requirements of this Ordinance.
B 2. Subject to the other portions of this Section 25.10, no person or business shall be
required to remove a sign which was erected in compliance with this Chapter if such sign
was lawful when erected but becomes nonconforming due to a change occurring after the
adoption of this Ordinance in the location of a building, streets, or other signs which
change is beyond the control of the owner of the sign and the premises on which a sign is
located.
€ 3. If the owner or lessee of a sign on the premises on which a sign is located changes the
location of a building, property line, or sign or changes the use of a building or the
property, such sign must either be removed or made to conform to this Chapter and
Ordinance.
B 4. Nonconforming signs or billboards may not be altered, modified, expanded, removed,
moved, enlarged, replaced, extended, or repaired without being brought into full
compliance with all applicable regulations under this Chapter and this Ordinance, except as
expressly provided as follows:
1 A. A nonconforming sign or billboard may be diminished in size or dimension
without jeopardizing its nonconforming use status. As with conforming signs or
billboards, a change solely in the wording of the copy of a nonconforming sign or
billboard shall not constitute an alteration for purposes of this Chapter or this
Ordinance, unless (a) the result of the change would cause the sign to be
reclassified to a type of sign subject to a different or more restrictive regulation, or
(b)the business or use occurring on the lot changes and that causes the sign to be
reclassified to a type of sign subject to a different or more restrictive regulation.
2 B. Routine repair to maintain a nonconforming sign in a safe and aesthetic
condition exactly as it existed at the time of the enactment of this Chapter or this
Ordinance and so as to continue the useful life of the sign shall not constitute an
alteration or modification for purposes of this Chapter or this Ordinance, unless the
estimated cost of repair exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the replacement cost of the
entire sign prior to the repair as determined by the Zoning Administrator. If the
estimated cost of repair exceeds fifty percent (50%) of that replacement cost, the
right to continue using the nonconforming sign shall thereupon terminate and the
sign shall be brought into full compliance with all applicable provisions and
requirements of this Chapter and this Ordinance.
3 C. In no event shall the alteration or modification of a nonconforming sign result
in an increase in the nature or degree of any aspect of the sign’s nonconformity.
E 5. Removal, destruction, or moving of a nonconforming sign shall also result in the
immediate loss of its lawful nonconforming status.
F 6. If a nonconforming sign is damaged by fire, explosion, flood, tornado, snow, ice,
accident, lightning, wind, or other calamity, the sign may be restored to the condition
exactly as it existed immediately prior to the damage, unless the estimated cost of
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restoration exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the replacement cost of the entire sign prior to
the loss, as determined by the Township Zoning Administrator. If the estimated cost of
restoration exceeds fifty percent (50%) of that replacement cost, the right to continue using
the nonconforming sign shall thereupon terminate and the sign shall be brought into full
compliance with all applicable provisions and requirements of this Chapter and this
Ordinance prior to further use.
G 7. If for any reason a nonconforming sign is abandoned or discontinued for a period of
greater than 365 consecutive days, the owner shall remove the sign. If the owner does not
remove the sign, or if no owner can be found, the Township may remove the sign. If the
sign is removed by the Township and the owner is known, the Township shall have the
right to recover from the owner of the sign the full costs of removing and disposing of the
sign.
H 8. The burden of proof for establishing or proving the existence or any aspect of a lawful
nonconforming sign (as well as the size, scope, intensity, and extent thereof) is on the
owner of the property involved.
19. A sign located on a street listed in Chapter 24 footnote (B) which is determined to be
nonconforming solely due to its location on a lot relative to noncompliance with front yard
setback requirements may be altered, modified, expanded, moved, replaced, extended, or
repaired as long as the following conditions are met:

1 A. Front yard setback is not further decreased,

2 B. The changed sign complies with all other requirements of this Ordinance;

3 C. No part of the sign is in or extends over the road right-of-way; and

4 D. The changed sign is not detrimental to the adjacent properties or the vicinity as

determined by the Zoning Administrator by reason of safety concerns such as (but

not limited to) obstructed vision for pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

Sec 25.11 SETBACKS

Except where expressly otherwise provided by this Chapter, all portions of a sign shall meet the
setback requirements for a building in the zoning district where the sign is located.

Sec 25.12 BILLBOARDS

Al Blllboards are only permltted Wlthm the nghway SerV|ce and Industrlal zoning districts.
B2 ! i : a A sign permit is
requwed prlor to the erectlon or alteratlon of a blllboard—mﬁddmen—a&gn—peﬁm%ﬁpeqwed and
before any existing billboard (or face of an existing billboard) is rebuilt, structurally altered, or
materially changed (but no sign permit is required simply to change the copy or depictions on the
billboard). The application for the sign permit must contain the following:

1. A colored rendering of the proposed billboard containing the proposed dimensions.

2. A site plan indicating the location of the proposed billboard and the appropriate setback

information.

3. Information on how the billboard will be illuminated, if applicable.

4. Signature of applicant and written approval with signature of property owner.
€ 3. Double-faced billboard structures and V-type billboard structures shall be considered as one
billboard, but with multiple faces. No billboard shall contain more than one sign panel facing the
same direction of traffic on a public road.
D 4. The area of a sign panel on a billboard shall not exceed 300 square feet.
E 5. The height of a billboard shall not exceed 35 feet. The height of a billboard shall be measured
as the vertical distance measured from the highest point of the billboard, including any decorative
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embellishment, to the grade of the adjoining highway or road, or the surface grade beneath the
sign, whichever ground elevation is lower.
F 6. Except as otherwise provided in this section, each billboard shall be located not less than
2,000 feet from any other billboard. For the purposes of this subsection and for billboards located
adjacent to the same highway or road, the distance between billboards shall be measured as the
distance between the points at which lines drawn perpendicular to the road or highway from the
location of each billboard intersect with a line along the center of the road or highway.
G 7. No billboard shall be located within 300 feet of an existing dwelling. No digital or LED
billboard shall be located within 750 feet of an existing dwelling. For the purposes of this
subsection, the distance between a billboard and an existing dwelling shall be measured as a
straight line between the billboard and the existing dwelling.
H 8. No billboard shall be located closer than 50 feet to any property line.
1 9. All billboards must be constructed with a monopole-type support structure.
4 10. Except as otherwise provided in this Section 25:-12, a billboard may be illuminated, provided
that such illumination is concentrated on the surface of the sign and is so located as to avoid glare
or reflection onto any portion of an adjacent street or highway, the path of on-coming vehicles, or
any adjacent premises. No billboard shall have one or more flashing, strobing, intermittent,
moving, rotating, or oscillating lights or images.
K 11. The slat, panel, or blade twirl time of a tri-vision billboard shall be two (2) seconds or less
and the blade dwell time (i.e., stationary and able to be read) shall be no less than seven (7)
seconds.
L 12. Digital or LED billboards are allowed if the digital or electronic changeable copy portion of
the billboard and the billboard meet all of the following additional standards:
1. No digital or LED billboard shall be located within 4,000 feet of another digital or LED
billboard or within 3,000 feet of a nondigital or non-LED billboard. For the purposes of
this subsection and for billboards located on the same freeway, highway or road, the
distance between billboards shall be measured as the distance between the points at which
lines drawn perpendicular to the freeway, highway or road from the location of each
billboard intersect with a line along the center of the freeway, highway or road.
2. There shall be no animation, cartoon, or movie or television-style pictures or depictions.
3. There shall be no movement at all.
4. The rate of change between two (2) static messages shall be one (1) second or less.
5. There shall be a minimum of no less than seven (7) seconds between copy changes.
6. The face of the sign shall be dimmed automatically from 30 minutes before sunset to 30
minutes before sunrise down to 5% of its daylight brightness setting.
7. The maximum brightness levels for digital or LED billboards shall not exceed 0.2 (two
tenths) foot-candles over ambient light levels measured at a distance of 150 feet from the
face of the sign.
8. The owner(s) of a digital or LED billboard must reasonably coordinate with relevant
public agencies to allow for the display of real-time emergency information such as Amber
Alerts or natural disaster directives.
9. The digital or LED billboard will not distract, endanger, or disorient motorists.
10. The digital or LED billboard will not cause glare onto or illumination of any adjoining
properties.
M 13. The following modifications to existing billboards shall not occur except in full compliance
with this Chapter-and-Section-25-12:
1. Changing or altering a billboard to provide for electronic changeable copy of a different
type or manner of electronic changeable copy.
2. Changing or altering a billboard to become a digital or LED billboard.
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N 14. No billboard shall be approved, installed, or erected at any time when there are ten (10) or
more existing billboards located within Geergetewn-Charter the Township.

O 15. The setback and spacing requirements of this sSection shall apply regardless of
jurisdictional or governmental boundaries.

Article 1I. Except as specified above, the balance of the Georgetown Charter Township
Zoning Ordinance, as amended, shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.

Article Ill.  Severability. In the event that any one or more sections, provisions, phrases, or
words of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall be found to be invalid or unconstitutional by
a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the validity or the enforceability
of the remaining sections, provisions, phrases, or other words of this Ordinance/ordinance
amendment, and the balance of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall remain unchanged and
in full force and effect.

Article IV.  Effective Date. This Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall become effective upon
the expiration of seven (7) days after the date that this Ordinance/ordinance amendment or a
summary thereof appears in the newspaper as provided by law.

The vote in favor of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment was as follows:

YEAS:
NAYS:
ABSENT/ABSTAIN:

ORDINANCE/ORDINANCE AMENDMENT DECLARED ADOPTED.
CERTIFICATION
| hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Ordinance/ordinance amendment adopted by the
Township Board for Georgetown Charter Township at the time, date, and place specified above
pursuant to the required statutory procedures.

Respectfully submitted,
By

Ryan Kidd
Georgetown Charter Township Clerk

Tom Healy stated that he believed this ordinance is an unfinished product but it is best to have it
versus our current ordinance that is non-compliant.

Yeas: Josiah Samy, Jeannine Bolhouse, Tom Healy, Kelly Kuiper, Geoff Brown, Jessica Ulberg,
Gary Veldink

Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

#230920-05 — Communications, Letters and Reports
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The ZA provided the PC with a public notice from Blendon Township, notifying the Georgetown
Planning Commission of a hearing for comments on proposed amendments to Blendon’s Master
Plan.

#230920-06 — Public Comments
Don Mcckloskey, 3540 Baldwin, asked what Blendon has to do with Georgetown Township.

Josiah Samy informed him that all municipalities have a reporting requirement to notify adjacent
municipalities of their proceedings involving master plan creation and amendment. It is to the
benefit of the region to know what neighboring municipalities are working towards in order to
better plan for the goals of Georgetown Township.

Moved by Josiah Samy, seconded by Tom Healy, to close public comment.
#230920-07 — Other Business — Initiate Zoning Ordinance Amendments

The ZA presented ordinance amendments for discussion and initiation of the amendment to be
published for a public hearing with another agenda item. The amendment included removing the
restriction on door height for accessory buildings which was discussed and requested by the PC to
be amended in previous meetings. (Request)

Gary Veldink stated that he believes the accessory building ordinance is dated, and he has other
issues with it in general. He stated that these restrictions exist to make these buildings similar
throughout the township and that there are other restrictions that accomplish that. Doors larger
than 12 ft would allow residents to store Recreational vehicles within their detached accessory
buildings. He believes it is wrong to limit the door height to 12ft when mean height is already a
limiting factor.

Jessica Ulberg questioned whether the motion is to eliminate the door height restriction or to
reduce the restriction.

Kelly Kuiper stated that the request was to amend the ordinance to eliminate the door height
restriction. The 14 ft door height restriction on attached accessory structures should not be
removed due to the effect that larger doors on garages would have on aesthetics in the
neighborhoods. She believes that the amendment should be for detached accessory buildings only.

Geoff Brown mentioned that without the door height change, the appearance of covered RV’s
would be more prevalent throughout the neighborhood.

Gary Veldink stated that he never built an accessory building with a door height larger than 14 ft
and that the building mean height is limiting enough.

The ZA elaborates that 3.4 E(1) was provided due to mentioning door height, however, he does
believe that the PC wanted only to address detached accessory structures given their required
location in the rear or non-required side-yard. Attached accessory buildings are further regulated
by floor area and the size of the dwelling to which they are attached.

Josiah Samy mentioned that he would not like to modify 3.4 E(1) but (G) should be amended to
remove door height restrictions.


https://www.georgetown-mi.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/11107?fileID=89086
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Moved by Jeannine Bolhouse, seconded by Kelly Kuiper, to initiate a zoning ordinance
amendment to Sec 3.4 G and publish the amendment for a public hearing with another
agenda item, with the amendment to read as follows:

Sec 3.4 ACCESSORY BUILDING AND USES
Accessory buildings and uses shall be subject to the following regulations:

G. No detached accessory building in a Residential District (excluding AG and RR and
accessory buildings for nonresidential principal uses) shall exceed fourteen (14) feet in
mean height except it may be up to 16 feet in height if evidence is provided that the
additional height would make the accessory building more architecturally similar to the
principal building. er-have-a-deoropening-greaterthan-twelve(12)feet-in-height: No
detached accessory buildings in an (AG) Agriculture or (RR) Rural Residential districts
(excluding buildings accessory to an agricultural operations) and no detached accessory
building for a nonresidential principal use in a Residential District shall exceed sixteen

(16) feet in mean height. er-have-a-deeropening-greaterthanfourteen{14) feet-in-height

Yeas: Josiah Samy, Jeannine Bolhouse, Tom Healy, Kelly Kuiper, Geoff Brown, Jessica Ulberg,
Gary Veldink

Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
The ZA presented a document for discussion and possible ordinance amendment initiation

regarding the application of Sec 3.4 (N) Gazebo Ordinance. (Gazebo-Initiate Zoning Ordinance
Amendments)

Gary Veldink provided a situation where he constructed an accessory building with a roof
overhang that was subtracted from the square footage that was provided by the additional roofed
area. He remarked that the township has consistently counted these spaces under the roof towards
maximum allowable square footage for accessory buildings.

Jeannine Bolhouse remarked that with the ordinance’s old and new definition of a Porch, it
indicates that it is an entrance to a building and not just a roofed area. She questioned whether the
PC would consider just an overhang without posts a Lean-to.

Kelly Kuiper stated that from the document and the subsection of the ordinances involving
additional accessory buildings, there is a lot of language with the purpose of allowing additional
square footage for accessory structures. She asked the PC if we should simply allow more sqgft up
to an additional 144 sqft provided in 3.4 N.

Gary Veldink commented that the inconsistency of permitted lean-to, porches, and attached
gazebo structures makes it very difficult on builders and residents. He remarked that when it came
to covered porch areas that increasing the square footage allowed to maximum 168 sqgft would
allow for adequate seating spaces.

Kelly Kuiper stated that maybe open porches should be included.


https://georgetown.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_3.4_ACCESSORY_BUILDING_AND_USES
https://www.georgetown-mi.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/11120?fileID=89114
https://www.georgetown-mi.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/11120?fileID=89114
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Jeannine Bolhouse stated that we have an established separate Open Porch definition.

Kelly Kuiper stated that 3.4 N and its interpretation resulted from many people getting creative on
their lots and flexing the permitted construction under that provision.

Tom Healy asked if it is possible to modify (N) to allow for additional 144 of open covered space,
to satisfy the intent of that provision.

Jeannine Bolhouse stated that she does not like the last amendment of 3.4 N because a Gazebo
should not be attached. If we include porches a Gazebo likely should be separate still.

Kelly Kuiper mentioned that the individual construction and cultivation on residential lots in many
plats is having a direct effect on drainage around the plat. Many people are changing grades and
cultivating their lot without considering the drainage easement or run-off impacts. The provision
on Lot Coverage limitations in the ordinance is intended to keep surfaces that allow for absorption
of storm water and help with storm water run-off. The additional accessory structures continue to
increase impervious surfaces which reduce ground absorption of water.

Gary Veldink remarked that no one understand the drainage easements and their implications.

Kelly Kuiper stated that storm water requirements have changed significantly over the past
decade.

Tom Healy asked if we can develop language for footnote (N). He recommends language that is
generic enough to incorporate Gazebos and lean-to’s.

The PC agreed towards language that allowed 168 sqft of open covered space, however, could not
assemble a complete provision.

Josiah Samy asked that the ZA develop tailored language to accomplish the intent and purpose
discussed by the planning commission and also assess similar municipalities for applicable
provisions. He asked that this language be provided to them at the next meeting of the Planning
Commission with another agenda item.

The ZA informed the Planning Commission on a determination that regulates enclosing under-
deck areas and how the current ordinance regulates it as attached accessory space.

Kelly Kuiper stated that this determination further lends itself to increasing permitted accessory
building square footage scaled to lot size for LDR.

The ZA told the PC that he would supply them via email with a typed copy of our Standard
Operating Procedure which includes ordinance to substantiate the determination.

Gary Veldink wanted to bring attention to the State Governments efforts to remove local authority
for approval of renewable energy installations. He believes that this is an overreach of the state’s
powers and that it is wrong to remove local government authority on matters that will impact the
population of the municipality. He wanted the Planning Commission to remain apprised of these
efforts and, when possible, communicate to the Township Board their opinions either for or
against these initiatives.
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Tom Healy stated that he prefers local control regarding these types of installations and that the
open space in the township is reducing with more plats and developments.

Geoff Brown stated that he believes the state would be overstepping their mandate to increase
control over local municipalities and that he definitely opposes that.

Kelly Kuiper stated that in regard to Mining Permits, she is in favor of the state taking over this
authority due to her experience presenting to mining boards of small communities throughout the
state. She has experienced staunch opposition to her applications for mining permits despite
meeting all legal requirements stipulated by local ordinances. Mineral Mining is a by-right
function in the locations that the firms apply for, but communities violate their own requirements
by not approving legal applications to prevent perceived negative outcomes.

Geoff Brown stated that there is a difference between the by-right Mining Operations and the wind
and solar installations that are so prevalent now.

Kelly Kuiper stated that the real opposition is towards the mandate and not towards the alternative
energy solutions. Many communities don’t realize the effect on development or infrastructure
when our industries don’t have access to the materials mined from the sites, including, gravel,
sand, and concrete.

Gary Veldink stated that he is concerned that the township board doesn’t keep an eye on these
types of initiatives and that the Planning Commission should remain conscious of it given its role.

Kelly Kuiper stated that many people don’t realize that EGLE standards regarding mining and
alternative energy installations are often more strict then local ordinances and standards.

Jeannine Bolhouse stated that a blanket mandate towards either direction of authority is wrong
given that each problem is differently suited for local or state approaches and resources.

Gary Veldink mentioned that the small communities that do not have the representation or the
resources to oppose, are being overwhelmed by state energy installations and often do not receive
the benefit of the energy produced by the projects.

#230920-08 — Adjournment — The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m.



